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Abstract

Pedagogit exicographyis todayafull-fledgedstreanof metaleicography Thespreadf Englishasthe
internationalanguagdor communicatioramonglearnersmary of whommustbe consideredeginners
or intermediatestudentshascreatedthe needfor more userfriendly andlearnerorienteddictionaries.
Although the marlet was, until quite recently occupiedby only a few British publishers, American
and other publishersare nowv appearingand with them, new and varied stylesof language-learning
dictionaries After anearlyemphasi®on encoding- in thework of HornbyandPalmer— dictionariesfor
productionare becomingmore prevalent,andintegration of the mothertongue,a vital factorin foreign
languagedearning,is now becomingan importantfeaturein mary learners’dictionaries,which were
hitherto strictly monolingual.lt is predictedthat advancedlevel dictionarieswill lose somegroundin
favor of elementaryandintermediate-teel dictionaries.

1 Introduction

This paperdealswith two subjects First, someof the recentadvancesin pedagogidexicog-
raphywill be mentionedbriefly, in orderto provide a bird’s-eye view of the presentstatusof
learners’dictionariesas part of the overall field of lexicography The selectionof pointsmen-
tionedandtheimportanceaccordedo themarea matterof my own choiceandrating,andmay
be appraisedlifferentlyby others.

In the secondpart| asksomequestionsaboutthe future of learners’dictionaries— questions
that a publisherwould ask. Whereanswersare venturedthey are basedsolely on experience
andintuition.

2 Recent advances

During the pasttwo decadeswo particularbranchef lexicographyhave held our attention
morethanary others— computationalexicography(CL) andpedagogidexicography(PL). CL
hasbeenat the forefront of modernlexicographyasa resultof the multitude of innovationsit
hasbroughtwith it —innovationsthatarehaving animpacton all branche®f lexicography CL
gave birth to corpuslexicography- the recordingof languageasit is usedandits application
in dictionariesandlanguageextbooks.Electronicdictionarieswereborn,comprisingof hand-
held sets,computerdiskettes,CDs (both passve andinteractve — often with speech)pn-line
application theinternet,andautomaticdranslation.

Sincethelate 1970s PL hasgainedfreshimpetusasanimportantbranchof lexicography This
hasoccurredargely asaresultof the work of the pioneeringexicographerandtheir legacies,
on one hand,andthe consolidationof the statusof the Englishlanguageasthe languagefor

825



Proceedingef EURALEX 2000

internationalcommunicatiorin mostfields, on the otherhand.The needfor a world language,
theacceptancef Englishasthislanguagethe needfor peoplein non-Anglophoneountrieso

learnthe languageandthe resultantneedfor goodlearners’dictionariesasanaid in learning
English,all contributedto the developmentof PL. Severalfine learners’'dictionarieswerecre-

ated,developedor improvedin the pasttwo decadeslt is difficult to assessat this stage the

realprogressnadeby PL duringthe‘80s and‘90s, astheresultsarestill becomingevident.But

PL continuego hold its own asoneof thetwo mostvibrantsectorsof lexicography

For fifty yearsafterthe creationof the first learners’dictionariesvery little changedThen,in
themid-‘80s,a wonderfulthing happenedT hreeforcescausegedagogidexicographyto rise
to anew level: publishersacademicsandusers.

Publisherswho hadhithertoperformedafairly corventionalrole, beganto play amorecrucial
part from the mid-fifties, funding researchdeveloping corpora,settingup workstationsand
creatinglexical databases.

Fromaboutl975theacademiavorld beganto take aninterestin pedagogid¢exicographyBooks
werewritten, andarticlespublishedin lexicographyandpedagogyournals.Someuniversities
establisheddepartmentdor lexicography which give coursesand seminarsand grantfirst,
secondandthird degreesResearclprojectswereundertalen,asaresultof which anawareness
aroseof theneedfor large-scaleesearchn PL.

Publishersandacademgoined handsto developtwo aspectof computationalexicography—

corpuslexicographyandelectronicdictionaries.PL wasquick to take advantageof thesetwo

fields for its own benefit.Word corporaconstitutedthe basisfor the databanksof somevery

seriousand prestigiousdictionary projects.COBUILD and Cambridgelearners’dictionaries
wereborn,andOxford AdvancedandLongmanContemporaryearners'dictionariesvereeach
revisedtwice in the pastdecade-and-a-halindweremadeavailableon compactdisks.Some
importantdictionarieswere revised, and a few new intermediate-leel learners’dictionaries
werecompiled.And thefirst Americanlearners'dictionarieswverepublished.

Somecritics questionedhe advantageof replacingclassroom-basedictionary examplesby
the"real" or "authentic"languagdgoundin corpora.They questionedilsothe useof authentic
modelsin the teachingof English,someof which arein their view not culturally relevant or
educationallyappropriate.

Thethird partyin thisalliance thedictionaryuser maybeexpectedo dominatethescenen the

comingdecadejustascomputationalexicographydominatedhescenean the previousdecade.
Dictionariesfor productionrhave appearedhtely—thesaurus-typkearnersdictionarieswith the

learnerin mind. Trainingin dictionaryuse from boththeteachers andthe students viewpoints,

is now includedin someschoolcurricula,anddictionaryworkbooksarenow prevalent.

Bilingual dictionariesalwayswere(andstill are)thelanguagdearnersfirst choice eventhough
thetraditionalbilingual dictionaryis not classedsalearners dictionary Bilingual dictionaries
asa language-learningid receved a jolt when monolinguallearners’dictionaries(English-
English)enteredthe ring — but they were not knocked out. The new dictionarieswere readily
acceptedy theteachingpublic (in particular by monoglotnative-English-speakinteachers),
whotriedto enforcetheiruseby languagdearnersit wastheperiodin whichtheDirectMethod
in English languageteaching(English-in-English,or total immersionin the languagebeing
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learnt),andits successathe Audio-Lingualapproachyereprevalent,asopposedo thelndirect
or TranslationMethod.And asso often happenswhenthe pendulumswingsit doesnt stopin
themiddle,but movesright to theotherend.Todaywe understandghatsecondanguagdearning
dependgo no small degreeon the knowledgeof mothertongueequivalentsandon cognitive
contrastve analysis As aresult,monolinguallearners'dictionariesareservingasthe baseinto
which areinsertedvariousamountsof translationrandcontrastve analysis.Thus,the procesof
bilingualization.

Finally, PL is concedingto the user seenasthe "client”, whoseneedsmust be satisfiedby

the consumeimarketing ethosof today so that the realm of pedagogidexicographyis now

becominga users world. Still, the dangerof political bias— or ethnocentricity- is still preva-

lent. Examplesprovidedfor variousheadvordsstill reflectlocal politics (suchasreferencego

Mrs. Thatcher) andarenow someavhatincomprehensibléo 21stcenturyusers.The Big Four

dictionariesof the UK andthe newer Americandictionariestendto assumehatthe learneris

eitherliving in the UK or the USA, or wishesto "integrate"into British or Americanculture.
So doesMicrosoft's Encartaworld English Dictionary, "the first dictionarybornin the infor-

mationage". The choiceof headvords, definitionsand examplesin thesedictionariesreflects
this. Whereast is probablytrue that mostlearnersareinterestedn acquiringEnglishfor "in-

strumental"purposessuchas for professionstourism, knowledgeof currentevents,leisure
actuities, etc. Now, the dominanceof British andAmericanEnglishis slowly beingbrokenby

theintroductionof dictionarieswith a specialnationalor regionalemphasissuchasMacquarie
AustralianLearnersDictionary(Sidneg/, NCELTR andMacquarieUniversity, 1997),or Times-
Chamberg£ssentiaEnglishDictionary (Singaporg-ederalPublications& ChambersSecond
Edition, 1997).

But themostimportantdevelopmentjn my opinion,is theintegrationof themothertongue(the
sourcelanguage)nto existing monolingualearners'dictionariesn which Englishis thetarget
languageThe mothertongueis claimingits rightful placein foreignlanguagdearning,and,as
aresult,in pedagogidexicography This assertiorwill help otherlanguagego withstandthe
onslaughtagainstthem, of English,the world language Although on the academidevel it is
yet to be accordedhe recognitionwhich it deseres,the bilingualizationof Englishlearners’
dictionarieshasalreadybecomeanestablishedactin languagdearningin mary countries.

3 Thefuture

What has pedagogiclexicographyin store for us? English languagelearningis spreading
throughoutthe world: thus, a greaterneedfor English learners’dictionaries.Moreover, de-
velopmentsn language-teachinmethodology(which promotelearnerindependencandfree
reading),aswell asthe growth of supplementaryeading,arebecomingmoreandmorepreva-
lent, and as a result, so is the needfor independentictionary use.Until now, the emphasis
in pedagogidexicographyhasbeenon the advancedevel, bothwith regardsto the compiling
of dictionariesandthe study of lexicography But mostsignificantly sincethe researcherare
themseleslocatedin universities their researchprojectsrely in mostcaseson university stu-
dents,asthey arethe easiesto reach.Indeed,a glanceat mostsurweys on dictionaryusewill
show thatthe subjectsaremostoften university studentsThis givesa distorted,evenanincor-
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rectpictureof dictionaryuseandusersMostdictionaryusergodayarenot university students;
they areactuallyhigh-schooktudents.

This meanghatthe emphasisn the studyof dictionaryuse,andindeed the dictionariesthem-
sehes,will shift from advancedevel dictionariesto intermediateand/orelementary-leel dic-

tionaries.New dictionarypublisherssomeBritish, someAmerican,andsomein non-English-
speakingcountries have enteredthe field of ELT dictionariesWill the "Big Four" publishers
of Englishlearners’dictionariescontinueto dominatethe sceneandto setthetone?They very

well might continuetheir controlof the markets,becaus®f their extensve distribution appara-
tusesBut if they —andthoseengagedn lexicographyresearch- continueto neglectbeginners
andintermediatesthey mightlosetheir monopoly

In this post-corpu®ra,whatnew developmentsnaybeexpectedn PL with respecto content,
methodologyand presentationTo what extent will neologismswith which we are presently
beingswampedfind expressiorin PL? Thesearequestionghatonly time will answer

The ELT industry until recentlya British monopoly hasbegunto flourishin othercountries.
Will British "universal"PL continueto lose groundto localized,population-specificPL, and
if so,to whatextent?Semi-bilingualdictionarieshave beenintroducedinto over 30 countries
in the pastdecadeandthereis every reasorto believe this trendwill continue.The"Big Four"
publishersmay not yet have felt this development,asthe monolingualmarket hasitself been
increasingsorapidly. But bilingualizeddictionariesarehere,andhereto stay

What newv developmentanay be expectedin electroniclexicography?Electronicdictionaries
are alreadymore prevalentthan printed onesamongstudentsn mary schoolsand universi-
ties.Will electronicdictionariesreplaceor just supplemenprinteddictionaries,or will printed
dictionariessupplementlectronicones?Much work is beingcarriedout in the field of elec-
tronic translation.Will automatictranslationbecomepart of PL? Today mary software pro-
gramscomewith monolingual bilingual andsemi-bilingualdictionaries'thrown in". To what
extentwill learners’dictionariescontinueto becomeanintegral partof otherproductssuchas
word processorandlanguagecourses?

To answerall thesequestionsonewould have to be a prophet.The useof paperin officesdid
not disappeamith the onslaughtof the computer as somethoughtit would. And at home,
peoplestill preferthefeel of holdinga book or a nevspapeiin their handsthatcanbereadin
ary position,andat ary time, andin whoseaccessinghey have hada lifetime of experience.
Neverthelesselectronicdictionariesare morethanjust the replicationof paperdictionariesin
anelectronicdevice. They cancontainmoredatathanary printedvolume,with moreentries,
examplesgollocationsandgrammaticahotes.They cancontainspeechg¢anbeinteractedwith,
canbe fasterto usethanary book, canbe putin your pocket, canbe accessedy telephone,
andcantranslatanstantaneouslylhey canprovide a choiceof linguistic levels,terminologies
or characteristicen the samedatabase.They canbe updatedaddedo andaltered,andwill be
ableto follow spoleninstructions And they eliminatethe frustrationcausedy trial-and-error
whenlooking up entriesin paperbasedlictionariesAll thatis goingto be hardto beat.But so
long asthey donothave thelook-and-feebf a printeddictionarythey might continueto remain
supplementso, but not replacement$or, printeddictionaries.Many dictionariesalreadymay
beacquiredin two forms— eitherpaperor electronic.Somepublishersoffer "packagedeals'—
dictionarieghatcomewith a CD tuckedinto theinsidepocket. Thethreatto the printedbookis
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frightening,andbookpublishersarebeinghardpressedo introducemoreinnovationsanduser

friendlinessanto their new editions,suchassystemdor quick accessingf entriesfor avoiding

the needfor cross-referencinggnd,in generalfor finding whatis neededasterandwith less
effort.

Researchn pedagogidexicographyis gainingmomentumlIn whatareass moreresearche-
quired,and what may be expected?t may be assumedhat interestin the userorientedap-
proachin pedagogidexicographywill bloom,andthatscientificinvestigationsn this field will

becomanorecommon bothamongthetheoreticianguniversity-basedexicographersandthe
practitionergtheteachers)it will beinterestingto follow this newly-developingbranchof lex-
icographyandto seewhatimpacttheresultswill have onforthcomingdictionaries.

To sumup, | think the following four directionscanbe expected:

e A marriageof the printedbook with the electroniccontraption,in which eachprovides
whatit cando best,andwill be mutuallycomplementary;

e replacemendf monolinguallearners’dictionariesby bilingualizeddictionariesat all but
theadvancedevel,

e Thelocalizationof learners'dictionariesin contentaswell asin bilingualization,sothat
the culturesof the English-speakingeopleswhich are presentlyreflectedn mostlearn-
ers’dictionarieswill eventuallybereplacedy local or nationalcultures;

e A new consciousnessegardingthe importanceof dictionaryuseat pre-highschoollev-
els. Thiswill giveriseto dictionaryresearcHor beginnersandintermediatesanda nev
generatiorof Englishlearners’dictionariesdesignedpecificallyfor lower levels.
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