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Abstract

Satirical literary texts have certain properties that are highly interesting for the study of pejorative
language use.The language of the satirical journal “Die Fackel” published and almost entirely written
by Karl Kraus is the text basis for a text-lexicographic exploration into the field of pejorative language
and its specific lexicographic units. The ,,Schimpfworterbuch zu der von Karl Kraus 1899 bis 1936 her-
ausgegebenen Zeitschrift ,Die Fackel“. Alphabetisches, Chronologisches, Explikatives” was published
in 2008. The three volumes document the usage of invectives in the journal, in alphabetical and in
chronological order, and in explicative form explained through the example of the last article of the
journal.The alphabetical part consists of 2,775 examples of pejorative phrases and related indices.The
chronological part presents 555 of these pejorative phrases arranged in chronological order providing
expanded contexts. The third volume contains explicatory texts as well as “Wichtiges von Wichten”,
the final article of “Die Fackel”, where pejorative phrases were marked up and accompanied by com-
mentaries. This source is representing a literary genre that offers a variety of different forms of pejo-
rative language to be studied from various perspectives. The lexicographic insights offered by the text
dictionary into the use of pejoration by Karl Kraus will be presented in this paper.
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1 Text Dictionary of “Die Fackel”

“Die Fackel” (“The Torch”) is the name of the satirical magazine of 22.586 pages which was published
by Karl Kraus in 922 issues in Vienna from 1 April 1899 until February 1936. The work of the satirist,
language critic and social critic Karl Kraus, who was born in Bohemia in 1874 and died in Vienna in
1936,is an abundant and highly interesting source not only for the history of his time, but for the lan-
guage spoken and written at the time and above all for the moral transgressions which the satirist
observed by interpreting the words and phrases of his time and which he pointed out in his satirical
and polemical texts. His very influential literary journal comprises a great variety of articles, essays,
glosses, notes, commentaries, aphorisms, poems, songs, advertisements, and many other literary

forms. The main method of his satire is the method of quotation, whereby Karl Kraus wittingly com-
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ments upon the quotations he finds in the newspapers, journals and magazines as well as in the liter-
ature and in the political speeches of his time. He critizises in numerous satirical and polemical arti-
cles of his magazine the acts and the words of his contemporaries who were active in various
intellectual fields, not only in the media, but also in the theatre, the university, the church, in politics,
the economy, the military, and so on. Karl Kraus covers in his typical style in thousands of texts the
themes of journalism and war, of politics and corruption, of literature and lying. The language of the
satirical journal “Die Fackel” - for several decades since its start in 1899 almost entirely written by
Karl Kraus, and from 1911 on without external contributions, - is the text basis for a unique text lexi-
cographic exploration which has been carried out at the Austrian Academy of Sciences for several
years. Nowhere else in German literature, to mention but one aspect, is there such an extensive docu-
mentation of the socio-political idiom of the time as there is in “Die Fackel” by Karl Kraus.The idea of
compiling a text-dictionary of the “Fackel” derives from our interest in language and how it is used in
“Die Fackel”.The Fackel-Dictionary is a selective text dictionary research project initiated by Werner
Welzig. The original plan was to develop three different types of dictionary. First, a “Dictionary of Idi-
oms”, the Worterbuch der Redensarten zu der von Karl Kraus 1899 bis 1936 herausgegebenen Zeitschrift ‘Die Fa-
ckel’ (Welzig 1999), published on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of “Die Fackel” in 1999, a monu-
mental scholarly publication that has won several international and national prizes,among them the
Prix Logos by the French association of linguists and the Golden Letter at the Leipzig book fair as the
most beautiful book of the year 2000 for its design worked out by the designer Anne Burdick in coop-
eration with the Fackellex working group (Hanno Biber, Evelyn Breiteneder, Susanne Buchner, Hein-
rich Kabas, Karlheinz Morth, Christiane Pabst, Franco Schedl, Adriana Vignazia, Werner Welzig). In
order to thoroughly analyse and interpret the more than 9000 idiomatic units of the text dictionary,
of which 144 idioms are described in great detail in individual entries, which are longer than com-
mon dictionary entries are, it has proved reasonable to search large volumes of texts for comparison, a
procedure that has also been made use of for the dictionary that followed. It is a lexicographic neces-
sity to have large text corpora available,in particular when searching for lexical units, for example for
idioms or for pejorative phrases, so that these text dictionary projects can be regarded as examples
and applications of corpus based textual studies.The second example within this context of text lexi-
cography is the “Dictionary of Insults and Invectives”, Schimpfwérterbuch zu der von Karl Kraus 1899 bis
1936 herausgegebenen Zeitschrift ‘Die Fackel’ (Welzig 2008), which was also worked out by the Fackellex
working group (Hanno Biber, Evelyn Breiteneder, Gerald Krieghofer, Karlheinz Morth) and will be in-
troduced in this short presentation. Third, an “Ideological Dictionary” had been originally planned,
which later in the course of the development of the program plans has been decided to be trans-
formed into a special edition of the posthumously published text “Third Walpurgis Night” (Dritte
Walpurgisnacht) by Karl Kraus, written in May 1933, constituting a manifestation the most important
contemporary text of German literature dealing with the early time of National Sozialism and the is-

sue how the intellectuals reacted when this most violent regime came to power.
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2 Pejorative Language Use

In this paper a short presentation of the main aspects of the second text dictionary, the “Dictionary of
Insults and Invectives”, Schimpfworterbuch zu der von Karl Kraus 1899 bis 1936 herausgegebenen Zeitschrift
‘Die Fackel’ (Welzig 2008) will be given, offering an exploration into the field of pejorative language
use and its specific lexicographic units as selected for this dictionary. “Die Fackel” can be regarded as
an ideal text basis for such a dictionary in that it has no equal in the German literature of the twenti-
eth century either in terms of form and content or in the use of language. The Schimpfwérterbuch zu der
von Karl Kraus 1899 bis 1936 herausgegebenen Zeitschrift ,Die Fackel’ (Welzig 2008) published in 2008 con-
sists of three parts: ,Alphabetisches®, ,Chronologisches, ,Explikatives“. The three volumes document
the usage of the invectives and pejorative phrases in the journal, in alphabetical order (ALPHA), in
chronological order (CHRONO), and explained through the example of the last article of the journal
in a volume (EXPLICA), that shows by thoroughly analysing one short, but semantically very dense

text, the full potential of a text lexicographic documentation of its pejorative forms.

Adjektivschmuser s
1

A L]
die Aasgeier des Interessanten 437_090

dic Ab- und Zufaller meiner Region 890_248

Abhub des birgerlichen Geisteslebens 820_050

der iibelste Abhub der Wiener Geistighkeit 351_054

schwacher Abklatsch von Lustspielfiguren 336_021

Abkoémmlinge der Birgerwelt 890_297

Abkémmlinge meines Lebenskreises 445_142

diese Abkiirzer der Sprache und des Lebens 501_026

diese Abkiirzung eines Rezensenten 457_024

Abonnenten der Neuen Freien Presse’ 071_001

Abonnenten der groBen Tagespresse 118_002

Abschaum von einer Creme 697_140

Abschaum der Wiener Advokatie 170_009

Alterston des Abschiednehmers 423 049

einer der von 531_164

Franz Blei, ein Abt der roten Garde 568 035

Achilles des Wiener Feuilletons 368_025

glaubt das Volk, ein Achtundvierziger sei die Rufnummer

eines Fiakers, und ein Unnummerierter ist doch mehr 251_032

Adabei und Niedabei 622_146

Adept der Neuen Freien Mythologie 121012

Adepten des Ritualmordglaubens 059_001

Adepten seiner Schminke 349_008

Adjektivkiinstler

Adjektivschmuser

Fackel Schimpfwbrterbuch

Figure 1: ALPHA.

The alphabetical volume of the text dictionary (ALPHA) consists of 2,775 examples of pejorative phras-
es and several related indices. In this alphabetical part the lemmatized entries of the pejorative forms
are marked and each of the entries is given a short context. Only one reference is given with one en-

try and those entries which are represented in full detail of the page in the chronological volume of
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the text dictionary are printed in red color.The indices at the end of the alphabetical part, referring to
the pages and the lines indicated by the marginal letters, comprise a complete index of the docu-
mented word forms, second a selective index of inverted word forms and also a few indices of names
(an index of personal names, placenames and other names).

The chronological volume (CHRONO) of the Schimpfwdrterbuch zu der von Karl Kraus 1899 bis 1936 heraus-
gegebenen Zeitschrift ‘Die Fackel’ (Welzig 2008) presents 555 selected examples of the overall 2,775 select-
ed pejorative phrases arranged in chronological order as they appear in the magazine, thereby provid-
ing expanded contexts by printing the full page of the original journal in a graphically transformed
facsimile where the quoted passage is highlighted. In all three volumes of the text dictionary the ref-
erences to the digital edition of the journal, the AAC-Fackel - published within the framework of the
corpus research enterprise “AAC - Austrian Academy Corpus” (AAC-FACKEL 2007) - are given by means
of short URLs of the individual pages, so that the user of the text dictionary has always the full con-
text available and can at the same time make use of the print representations of the highlighted pejo-
rative expressions. The larger context given in the chronological volume of the text dictionary allows
the reader to evaluate the textual dynamics and the effects how the pejorative expression is consti-
tuted, which in many cases is gradually intensified and accompanied by other related expressions in
the context of the satirical or polemical text of “Die Fackel”.In many cases the pejorative intensifica-
tions are made possible by word formation processes or syntactical effects, which is one of the rea-
sons why the particular use of compounds is documented to a larger extent as well as certain signifi-
cant pejorative collocations are taken into consideration for this text dictionary of insults and
invectives. In many cases words that are not commonly used pejoratively are used in this way by the

satirist,who is also reflecting upon this particular satirical procedure in his texts.
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CHRONO

30. Dezember 1911

Die neue Art des Schimpfens
Von Karl Kraus

In einem Aufsatz »>Uber eine neue Art des Schimpfensc
sagt der Professor der Literaturgeschichte Dr. Richard M. Meye:
in Berlin:

... Maximilian Harden, wenn ich nicht irre, hat auch hier bahn-
brechend gewirkt... Bei einem Konflikt mit einer Zeitung, die ihn
unzweifelhaft verleumdet hatte, geniigte es ihm nicht, sie »Dime« zu
nennen — er mufte diese ichnung noch durch  die
Einzelheiten verdeutlichen. Das hat nicht nur bei seinem in aller er-
bittertsten Feindschaft treuesten Schiler Karl Kraus in Wien Schule
gemacht. Die beliebtesten Scheltwdrter ,Eunuch' und ,Metze' werden
stimmungsvoll ausgemalt und so zwei Gdtzen unserer Zeit zugleich
gedient — jenen beiden, die Gotzen sowohl primitiver als raffinierter
Roheit sind: dem Sinnenkitzel und dem Zerstorungsdrang. Ich muts
mich in diesem Punkt als durchaus altmodisch bekenmen. Ich glaube
durchs Leben zu kommen, ohne gewisse Worte auszusprechen oder
auszuschreiben; und ich halte es fir das berechtigte Privileg des ge-
bildeten, ja des anstindigen Menschen, auf schmutzige Ausdriicke ebenso
u verzichten wie auf i — soweit y
wie ihnen eine freie Wahl bleibt; der Praderie in wissenschaftlichen
Fragen soll damit selbstverstandlich nicht das Wort geredet werden. . ..

GewiBl nicht. Was aber die neue Art des Schimpfens an-
langt, so glaube ich nicht, daB man mir in den dreizehn Jahr-
gingen der Fackel einen Fall wird nachweisen kénnen, wo ich
das Wort »Dirnec als Schimpfwort gebraucht hitte und nicht als
die Bezeichnung eines erstrebenswerten Zustandes. Wo ich das Wort
selbst gebraucht und nicht vielmehr zitiert habe, um die engstirnige
Terminologie einer Gesellschaft zu brandmarken, die zu erbirmlich
ist, um den mesquinen Ton eines Wortes zu verstehen, weil sie
zu feig ist, um dafiir das Wort Hure zu setzen. Was die neue
Art des Schimpfens anlangt, so glaube ich nicht, daB man mir in
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30. Dezember 1911 CHRONO
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den dreizehn Jahrgingen der Fackel einen Fall nachweisen wird, wo
ich die Dirne nicht der Verachtung entrissen und nichtsofort dem
HaB als Hure prisentiert hatte. Wo ich je anders als mit Wucher-
zinsen der Verachtung dem Gesellen heimzahlte, der das Wort als
einen schmutzigen Ausdruck nicht deshalb auffaBte, weil es den
Schmutz seiner Gesinnung trug, sondern weil er das davon be-
zeichnete Leben fiir ein schmutziges hielt, fiir eines, an dem er
sich erst seine Finger, seine Notdurft, seine ganze ekle Leiblichkeit
und Moralitit abwischen durfte, um als Biirger oder Professor der
Literaturgeschichte rein dazustehen. Was die neue Art des Schimpfens
anlangt, so glaube ich nicht, daB man mir in den dreizehn Jahr-
gangen der Fackel einen Fall nachweisen wird, wo ich einer
Zeitung die Ehre erwiesen hitte, sie eine Dirne zu nennen, es sei
denn, daB ich an meine Geri i einer Zeitung ichtli

und ausdriicklich das MaB der Geringschitzung angelegt habe,
das ein Literaturprofessor fiir eine Dirne und nicht fiir eine Zeitung

hat. Denn da ein solcher nichts so sehr verachtet wie eine Dirne
und vor nichts so viel Respekt hat wie vor einer Zeitung, so
konnte ich, um mich ihm verstindlich zu machen, keinen andern
Vergleich wihlen und ich hétte weiB Gott wie viel darum gegeben,
daB es auch mir gegonnt gewesen wire, eine Dirne zu verachten,
um sie einmal aus tiefstem Herzen eine Zeitung nennen zu kdnnen.
Was aber die neue Art des Schimpfens anlangt, so méchte ich
mich fast zu der Behauptung versteigen, daB man mir in den
dreizehn Jahrgingen der Fackel auch keinen Fall nachweisen wird,
wo ich den Herren der Gesellschaft im Verhdltnis zu den
Dirnen einen andern Schwichezustand- als den geistigen und
moralischen zum Vorwurf gemacht, wo ich mit einem Wort das

Wort »Ei he als imp hatte und nicht als die
Bezeichnung eines erstrebenswerten Zustandes. Eines erstrebens-
werten  Zustandes fiir Minner, welche die Dimen nur
deshalb verachten, weil sie im Gegensatz zu den Dirnen, die
wenigstens Weiber sind, alles Mogliche sind, nur keine
Miénner. Fiir Kerle, die zu Unrecht einen Bart tragen und mit
den Attrappen der Minnlichkeit fiber ihre wahre Beschaffenheit
den Betrachter zu tauschen wissen. Mit diesen Verkehrshindernissen
sich dem Qeist in den Weg stellen und durch solchen
Schabernack einer mehr ornamentalen oder koloristischen als
in den Vorziigen des Kerls begriindeten Wirkung die wahre

A7 aacacalF/339 051 At acaalF339 1052

Fackel Schimpfwbrterbuch Fackel Schimpfworterbuch

Figure 2: CHRONO.

The third volume (EXPLICA) contains explicatory texts as well as “Wichtiges von Wichten”, the final
article of “Die Fackel”, where pejorative phrases were marked up in this specific text and have been
accompanied by detailed commentaries. This last text published in “Die Fackel” in February 1936 is
treated as a source text for the analysis of pejorative terms in order to exemplify the difficult and am-
bitious task of getting to terms with the high level of pejoration in the satirical and polemical texts
written by Karl Kraus. The politically interesting polemical note “Wichtiges von Wichten” from 1936,
referring to the political situation at the time and how to react to it by means of writing, is repro-
duced in the explicatory volume of the dictionary in a plain form first, giving the readers an uninter-
rupted chance to read a large piece of textual evidence first and then it is given in a form in which,
according to the text lexicographers’ interpretations, pejoratively used expressions are highlighted in
the text and provided with their alphabetical list. In a third part of this volume the same text is re-
produced again, this time dashed out with only those expressions left visible which are commented
upon by the editors and compilers of the text dictionary, documenting the intensive need and neces-
sity for detailed commentary in order to understand and fully assess the pejorative qualities of the ex-
pressions selected.

This source text in particular as well as the whole journal in general is representing a literary genre
that offers a variety of different forms of pejorative language to be studied from various perspectives.

The various use of the pejorative expressions not only in the last text, but above all in all texts chosen
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are, as has been observed, dominated to a large extent by the creative transformations and configura-
tions performed by the writer. These creative adaptations and modifications are not only important
for the documentation and the analysis of the idiomatic expressions as represented in the text lexico-
graphic project of the “Dictionary of Idioms”, but also to a large extent these creative adaptations are
most relevant for the way, in which pejorative expressions are formed, which can be studies in great
detail in the “Dictionary of Insults and Invectives”. In the case of the idioms, a more or less normal
form is creatively transformed into others forms, which cannot easily be detected by standard auto-
mated corpus query systems, only systematic annotation and possible semi-automatic methods
could provide the scholar with reasonable results to be gained from larger corpora. In the case of the
“Dictionary of Insults and Invectives” the corpus of the whole text has been made use of for purposes
of systematization. This extensive literary text is full of a great variety of satirical forms in the cont-
ext of pejorative expressions. For this reason it can be used as a research object following a certain
combined interest in the study of pejorative language and in phenomena related to the more metho-
dological questions of satirical and polemical language as a research topic for text lexicography as

well as for corpus research.

exetcn exeLon
72 73
e <F917,094

F917,094 Wichtiges von Wichten

I Wichtiges von Wichten [N — hier erdffnete uns schon lingst die Sprache das Geheimnis, daf heute wichtig
I (0 verstandlicher Sprache) I onNAR k) —
~—Theodor Haecker: Einfalle und Ausfélle. In: Der Brenner. Hrsg. v. Ludwig Ficker.

N T0{zbuben fauigeregt Innsbruck: Brenner Verlag 1920. V1. Folge, Heft 3, $. 230-237; S. 237;

http://www.aac.ac.at/brenner/
haben|

Fo17.094 In verstindlicher Sprache

KarlKraussetztsichin der>Fackelcvon Beginnan mit dem Vorwurfauseinander,
seine Sprache sei unverstandlich:
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Ich glaube es i dem an ein Zei das alle Sprachcultur
gemordet hat, gewShnten Ohr mag mancher Satz, der in der ,Fackel' steht,
fremdartig oder unverstandlich klingen. [F98,22]

In versténdlicher Sprache reagiert Karl Kraus mit einem Plakat im
September 1927 auf das blutige Massaker, das durch den Schiefbefehl des
Polizeiprasidenten Johann Schober an hunderten wehrlosen Passanten in den
Strafen Wiens am 15. Juli 1927 in einer bis dahin beispiellosen morderischen
Menschenjagd veriibt wurde und das die Geschichtsschreibung bis heute
lediglich unter der {Iberschrift »Wiener Justizpalastbrand« verbucht hat.
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Es schien mir angebracht, die lange Frist bis dahin, wo die der Dummheit schwerer
verstindlichen Satze erscheinen, mit der knappsten Formulierung dessen,

pJohannes dem Tauscher«

was ich seit ldnger als dem 15. Juli empfinde, auszufiillen — mit einem Satz, durch
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den ich dem Vorurteil, da mein Stil unversténdlich sei, einmal begegnen wollte,
und von dem ich glaube, daf er bei aller Versténdlichkeit doch nicht des Reizes
sprachlicher Gestaltung entbehrt, indem er, wie etwa das beriihmte »Lebt

wohl« in der »Iphigenie, einen starken psychischen Inhalt im kiirzesten, ja

F917,094

Fackel Schimpfwdrterbuch Fackel Schimpfwrterbuch

Figure 3: EXPLICA.
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The research initiatives concerning the magazine published by Karl Kraus from April 1899 until Feb-
ruary 1936 has offered the lexicographers at the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna a unique op-
portunity to study and to document the language of this important writer in great detail. No author of
the 19th and 20th centuries has thought or written about the language of his contemporaries in Vien-
na, Berlin, or Prague as precisely, as continuously and as passionately as Karl Kraus. No other author is
showing such a productive and such an effective use of pejorative expressions as Karl Kraus in his sa-

tirical and polemical texts in “Die Fackel”.
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